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Parent Refusing to Let Kid on
School Trip Causing It to Be

Canceled Backed

14

A parent has been backed by the internet and school moms for causing a school trip to
be canceled.
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In a viral post, u/surroundsound1 explained their daughter Bryn, 9, has been excited for
months about a school trip to a water park. However, her attitude has recently changed
and she no longer wants to go as her teacher is forcing her to buddy up with someone
she dislikes.

The parent said: "I was horrified, not only because Ms. N had made Bryn do such a thing,
but also because she had made her believe she was a bad person for not wanting to.

"Unfortunately, this wasn't my first experience with Ms. N. She frequently used my soft-
spoken, intelligent older daughter as a "behavior buffer" for the naughty boys until I
threatened to report her to the superintendent. It's clear that Ms. N is still too
comfortable with enforcing archaic gender roles on her kids and forcing girls to do
unpaid emotional labor for the sake of the boys."

A stock image of a woman comforting her daughter. Newsweek reached out to a parenting
expert to discuss the viral Reddit post.
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The Redditor reached out to Ms. N who said Bryn must buddy up with Ben, who is
apparently the class' least favorite pupil as he picks his nose and wipes the "boogers
everywhere".

In the end, the parent decided to pay for a VIP ticket to the waterpark for Bryn and told
Mrs. N she will not be going on the trip. Then eight other parents pulled their kids out of
the trip after hearing about the incident.

On February 5, the parent turned to the internet for advice after receiving an email from
Ms. N.

"[She said] that because almost half of the class isn't going, they either have to raise the
cost for the other students or not go at all. She practically begged me to let Bryn go and
tell all the other parents to let their kids go, promising she wouldn't make Bryn do
anything she didn't want to do. I told her she should have thought about that before she
tried to make my daughter do her job," the Redditor said.

Sign up for Newsweek’s daily headlines

Newsweek reached out to Dennis Poncher, a parenting expert and founder of parent and
youth support groups Because I Love You.

He said: "If I were concerned that my child is being singled out by her/his teacher, I would
contact the teacher and set up a meeting with her/him to be sure that the information my
child conveyed to me about their treatment is accurate.

"If I determined that my child is being truthful, I would tell the teacher that if this problem
arises once again, I would take the matter to the school principal. If the situation is not as
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my child has reported to me, I would set up another meeting with both the teacher and
my child to get to the facts and arrive at a resolution."

Commenting exclusively on the Reddit thread, Poncher advised the parent to ask the
daughter if she has changed her mind about the trip before responding to Ms. N.

He said: "If I was the mother, I would also notify the teacher that I would not report the
'singling out' behavior to her supervisor. However, I would underscore that if there are any
new issues where the teacher is involved, I would at that time contact the school.

"That said, I would be sure to first ask my daughter if she wants to change her mind and
join her classmates since her teacher apologized and committed to not make her be a
buddy during the trip to anyone. If my daughter changed her mind and wanted to be with
her classmates on the trip, then I would contact the other parents and let them know the
situation and note the teacher's apology.

"If my daughter decided that she does not want to join the class and chose the VIP trip
with some of the other children under the parents' supervision rather than the school's
supervision, I would let her know that choosing the VIP option means that she would
probably not be able to join in with her classmates that are visiting the park with their
teachers."

READ MORE
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Over 3,000 Reddit users have commented on the viral post and the top comment has
more than 30,000 upvotes.

It said: "Am I alone in suspecting that the teacher isn't so much feeling bad about what
she did, but faintly terrified of either having to explain to her superiors why the trip is
suddenly in jeopardy or the backlash from other parents when it comes out why the trip
she organized has fallen apart?

"Not to mention that if you've booked VIP tickets, I'm going to guess that if you DID
cancel your plans to suit her, you'd end up paying twice over—once for the school tickets,
and again for the VIP tickets you've already bought?"

"NTA. I'd stick with a simple "Sorry, I've already committed to and paid for my own
arrangements for that date now" (with a possible unless other parents ask and you
actually can rearrange without significant personal loss)."

"None of the other kids had buddies which is even worse! She was trying to force this
little girl to buddy system with a problematic boy.... When no one else had to have a
buddy. That's soooo wrong," said another.

Newsweek reached out to u/surroundsound1 for comment. We could not verify the
details of the case.

If you have a personal dilemma, let us know via life@newsweek.com. We can ask
experts for advice on relationships, family, friends, money and work and your story could
be featured on Newsweek's "What Should I Do? section.

Request Reprint & Licensing  Submit Correction

View Editorial Guidelines

Lucy Notarantonio

FOLLOW

Lucy Notarantonio is Newsweek's Senior Lifestyle and Trends Reporter, based in Birmingham, UK.

Her focus is trending stories and human... read more

About the writer

SUBSCRIBE FOR $1

https://www.newsweek.com/contact
https://www.newsweek.com/editorial-guidelines
https://www.newsweek.com/authors/lucy-notarantonio
https://www.newsweek.com/authors/lucy-notarantonio
https://subscribe.newsweek.com/
https://www.newsweek.com/
https://www.newsweek.com/2023/03/10/rewind-looking-back-90-years-iconic-newsweek-covers-1782889.html


Trending

To read how Newsweek uses AI as a newsroom tool, click here.

01 How Military Records of Republican Candidates Compare

SUBSCRIBE FOR $1

https://www.newsweek.com/editorial-guidelines
https://www.newsweek.com/how-military-records-republican-candidates-compare-1842223
https://www.newsweek.com/how-military-records-republican-candidates-compare-1842223
https://subscribe.newsweek.com/
https://www.newsweek.com/
https://www.newsweek.com/2023/03/10/rewind-looking-back-90-years-iconic-newsweek-covers-1782889.html


THE DEBATE

No, Mike Johnson and the GOP Aren't Plotting to Steal the 2024
Election
By Jonathan Tobin

VS

A Mike Johnson Speakership Could Lead to Another Insurrection
By Robert Alexander

59 comments

49 comments
02 China Prepares To Choke Off America's Rare Metal Supply

15 comments
03 Gastroenterologists Reveal How Much Alcohol They Drink

18 comments
04 Maps Show Biden's New Nuclear Bomb Compared to Most Powerful US Weapons

5 comments
05 'The Marvels' Post-Credits Scene Has One Major Problem

To Homepage

OPINION

Conservatives Need a Bold Vision on Sustainable Energy, Not Scapegoats
By Rep. Greg Murphy, M.d.

SUBSCRIBE FOR $1

https://www.newsweek.com/the-debate
https://www.newsweek.com/no-mike-johnson-gop-arent-plotting-steal-2024-election-opinion-1842007
https://www.newsweek.com/authors/jonathan-tobin
https://www.newsweek.com/no-mike-johnson-gop-arent-plotting-steal-2024-election-opinion-1842007
https://www.newsweek.com/could-mike-johnson-speakership-lead-another-insurrection-opinion-1841725
https://www.newsweek.com/could-mike-johnson-speakership-lead-another-insurrection-opinion-1841725
https://www.newsweek.com/china-rare-earth-metals-export-control-restrictions-1842152
https://www.newsweek.com/gastroenterologists-reveal-alcohol-drink-1842295
https://www.newsweek.com/maps-show-bidens-new-nuclear-bomb-compared-most-powerful-us-weapons-1842540
https://www.newsweek.com/marvels-cameo-x-men-beast-kelsey-grammer-kate-bishop-hailee-steinfeld-1842398
https://www.newsweek.com/
https://www.newsweek.com/opinion
https://www.newsweek.com/conservatives-need-bold-vision-sustainable-energy-not-scapegoats-opinion-1842370
https://subscribe.newsweek.com/
https://www.newsweek.com/
https://www.newsweek.com/2023/03/10/rewind-looking-back-90-years-iconic-newsweek-covers-1782889.html


Gaza After the War: Biden Needs a Reality Check
By Josh Hammer

Remembering Incarcerated Veterans on Veterans Day
By Jack Brewer

A Call to Action: Combating Veteran Suicide Amidst Ongoing Challenges
By David J. Shulkin

War in Israel Won't Decide the Fight for the Presidency in America
By Eric Schmeltzer

U.S. Support for Israel's Fight Brings New Trouble for Biden in 2024
By Anushay Hossain

How We Mississippi Teachers Bucked the Trend & Taught Our Kids How to
Read
By John Fredericks

The United States Should Take a Wider Perspective of Cambodia
By Keo Chhea

Trump's Planned Revenge Tour Would End Democracy—He Says So Himself
By David Faris

A Negotiated Peace in Ukraine Does Not Spell Russian Victory
By Paul Du Quenoy

SUBSCRIBE FOR $1

https://www.newsweek.com/gaza-after-war-biden-needs-reality-check-opinion-1842556
https://www.newsweek.com/authors/josh-hammer
https://www.newsweek.com/remembering-incarcerated-veterans-veterans-day-opinion-1841755
https://www.newsweek.com/call-action-combating-veteran-suicide-amidst-ongoing-challenges-opinion-1842503
https://www.newsweek.com/war-israel-wont-decide-fight-presidency-america-opinion-1842474
https://www.newsweek.com/authors/eric-schmeltzer
https://www.newsweek.com/us-support-israels-fight-brings-new-trouble-biden-2024-opinion-1842469
https://www.newsweek.com/authors/anushay-hossain
https://www.newsweek.com/how-we-mississippi-teachers-bucked-national-trend-taught-our-kids-how-read-opinion-1842380
https://www.newsweek.com/united-states-should-take-wider-perspective-cambodia-opinion-1841627
https://www.newsweek.com/trumps-planned-revenge-tour-would-end-democracyhe-says-so-himself-opinion-1842367
https://www.newsweek.com/authors/david-faris-0
https://www.newsweek.com/negotiated-peace-ukraine-does-not-spell-russian-victory-opinion-1841944
https://www.newsweek.com/authors/paul-du-quenoy
https://subscribe.newsweek.com/
https://www.newsweek.com/
https://www.newsweek.com/2023/03/10/rewind-looking-back-90-years-iconic-newsweek-covers-1782889.html


Hezbollah's Dreams Deepen Lebanon's Nightmare
By Dan Perry

The Case for Federal Staffing Standards in Long-Term Care
By Mary Kay Henry And Ai-jen Poo

Premium Subscription Digital + Monthly (Ad Free Trial)

SUBSCRIBE NOW

✓ Newsweek magazine delivered to your door

✓ Unlimited access to Newsweek.com

✓ Ad free Newsweek.com experience

✓ iOS and Android app access

✓ All newsletters + podcasts

Top Stories

SUBSCRIBE FOR $1

https://www.newsweek.com/hezbollahs-dreams-deepen-lebanons-nightmare-opinion-1842344
https://www.newsweek.com/authors/dan-perry
https://www.newsweek.com/hearts-hands-line-case-federal-staffing-standards-long-term-care-opinion-1842026
https://subscribe.newsweek.com/product/1
https://subscribe.newsweek.com/
https://www.newsweek.com/
https://www.newsweek.com/2023/03/10/rewind-looking-back-90-years-iconic-newsweek-covers-1782889.html


Melania Trump Loves the Mysterious Narrative About Her: Ex-Aide

SUBSCRIBE FOR $1

https://www.newsweek.com/melania-trump-loves-mysterious-narrative-about-her-ex-aide-1842808
https://www.newsweek.com/melania-trump-loves-mysterious-narrative-about-her-ex-aide-1842808
https://subscribe.newsweek.com/
https://www.newsweek.com/
https://www.newsweek.com/2023/03/10/rewind-looking-back-90-years-iconic-newsweek-covers-1782889.html


Biden Gets Bad Economic News as Polls Spell Disaster

SUBSCRIBE FOR $1

https://www.newsweek.com/biden-gets-bad-economic-news-polls-spell-disaster-1842800
https://www.newsweek.com/biden-gets-bad-economic-news-polls-spell-disaster-1842800
https://subscribe.newsweek.com/
https://www.newsweek.com/
https://www.newsweek.com/2023/03/10/rewind-looking-back-90-years-iconic-newsweek-covers-1782889.html


Jeffrey Epstein Plane Passenger Details Could Be Released

SUBSCRIBE FOR $1

https://www.newsweek.com/jeffrey-epstein-plane-passenger-details-could-released-1842783
https://www.newsweek.com/jeffrey-epstein-plane-passenger-details-could-released-1842783
https://subscribe.newsweek.com/
https://www.newsweek.com/
https://www.newsweek.com/2023/03/10/rewind-looking-back-90-years-iconic-newsweek-covers-1782889.html


U.S. World

Science Culture

Autos Rankings

Health Opinion

Experts Better Planet

Beauty & Fashion Business

Subscriptions

Digital+ Monthly (Ad Free Trial) $1.00

Digital+ Yearly $49.00

Premium Monthly $9.99

Premium Yearly $99

Ron DeSantis' College Invites Transgender Woman to Speak: 'An Honor'

SUBSCRIBE FOR $1

https://www.newsweek.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Newsweek
https://twitter.com/Newsweek
https://www.instagram.com/newsweek/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/newsweek
https://www.newsweek.com/us
https://www.newsweek.com/world
https://www.newsweek.com/tech-science
https://www.newsweek.com/culture
https://www.newsweek.com/autos
https://www.newsweek.com/rankings
https://www.newsweek.com/health
https://www.newsweek.com/opinion
https://www.newsweek.com/experts
https://www.newsweek.com/better-planet
https://www.newsweek.com/beauty-and-fashion
https://www.newsweek.com/business
https://subscribe.newsweek.com/product/2
https://subscribe.newsweek.com/product/2
https://subscribe.newsweek.com/product/1
https://subscribe.newsweek.com/product/1
https://www.newsweek.com/ron-desantis-college-invites-transgender-woman-speak-honor-1842683
https://www.newsweek.com/ron-desantis-college-invites-transgender-woman-speak-honor-1842683
https://subscribe.newsweek.com/
https://www.newsweek.com/
https://www.newsweek.com/2023/03/10/rewind-looking-back-90-years-iconic-newsweek-covers-1782889.html


Education Fact Check

Mightier My Turn

Tech Sports

Sports Betting Podcasts

Newsletters Unconventional

Vantage

Trending

Israel at War Vladimir Putin Russia-Ukraine War

Donald Trump

In The Magazine

November 17
2023 Issue

Newsletters in your inbox  See all

The Bulletin
(Mondays to
Saturdays)
See Sample

The Cover
(Wednesdays)
See Sample

The Josh Hammer
Report
(Wednesdays)
See Sample

The Frontlines
(Thursdays)
See Sample

Israel at War
(Mondays to
Fridays)

For The Culture
(Tuesdays and
Thursdays)
See Sample

Pawsitively
(Mondays to
Fridays)

Better Planet
(Mondays)

The Debate
(Tuesdays)

Mightier (Coming
soon)

SUBSCRIBE FOR $1

https://www.newsweek.com/education
https://www.newsweek.com/fact-check
https://www.newsweek.com/hubs/mightier
https://www.newsweek.com/my-turn
https://www.newsweek.com/technology
https://www.newsweek.com/sports
https://www.newsweek.com/sports-betting
https://www.newsweek.com/podcasts
https://www.newsweek.com/preference-center
https://www.newsweek.com/unconventional/naveedjamali
https://www.newsweek.com/topic/vantage
https://www.newsweek.com/topic/israel-at-war
https://www.newsweek.com/topic/vladimir-putin
https://www.newsweek.com/topic/russia-ukraine-war
https://www.newsweek.com/topic/donald-trump
https://www.newsweek.com/2023/11/17/issue.html
https://www.newsweek.com/2023/11/17/issue.html
https://www.newsweek.com/newsletter
https://www.newsweek.com/thebulletin
https://www.newsweek.com/newsletter/the-cover
https://www.newsweek.com/newsletter/josh-hammer-report
https://www.newsweek.com/newsletter/the-frontlines
https://www.newsweek.com/newsletter/the-culture
https://subscribe.newsweek.com/
https://www.newsweek.com/
https://www.newsweek.com/2023/03/10/rewind-looking-back-90-years-iconic-newsweek-covers-1782889.html


© 2023 NEWSWEEK DIGITAL LLC

You can unsubscribe at any time.
By signing up you are agreeing to our Terms of Service and Privacy
Policy

Email address Sign up now

Company

About Us

Masthead

Diversity

Announcements

Archive

Policies and Standards

Mission Statement

Leadership

Newsletters

Press Center

Editions:

U.S. Edition

日本

Polska

România

Contact

Advertise

Careers

Contact Us

Corrections

Terms of Use

Cookie Policy

Copyright

Privacy Policy

Terms & Conditions

Terms of Sale

SUBSCRIBE FOR $1

https://www.newsweek.com/terms-service
https://www.newsweek.com/privacy-policy
https://www.newsweek.com/about-newsweek
https://www.newsweek.com/about-newsweek#masthead
https://www.newsweek.com/diversity-report
https://www.newsweek.com/announcements
https://www.newsweek.com/archive
https://www.newsweek.com/editorial-guidelines
https://www.newsweek.com/mission-statement
https://www.newsweek.com/leadership
https://www.newsweek.com/preference-center
https://www.newsweek.com/press-center-image-gallery
https://www.newsweek.com/
https://www.newsweekjapan.jp/
https://www.newsweek.pl/
https://newsweek.ro/
https://www.newsweek.com/advertise
https://www.newsweek.com/careers
https://www.newsweek.com/contact
https://www.newsweek.com/corrections
https://www.newsweek.com/cookie-policy
https://www.newsweek.com/copyright
https://www.newsweek.com/privacy-policy
https://www.newsweek.com/terms-service
https://www.newsweek.com/terms-sale
https://subscribe.newsweek.com/
https://www.newsweek.com/
https://www.newsweek.com/2023/03/10/rewind-looking-back-90-years-iconic-newsweek-covers-1782889.html

